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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the front of the publication. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled FHM Issue 109, February 1999 (also known as FHM Feb 1999 
and For Him Magazine) is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 16 years. 

FHM Issue 109, February 1999 is a lengthy, expensively produced magazine aimed 
primarily at adult heterosexual men. The magazine contains a miscellany of articles, 
advertisements and features directed to this audience. These components cover a 
wide variety of subject matters, typically written in a laddish, joking tone. 

Matters of sex and nudity form a significant part of the dominant effect of the 
publication. These matters are treated in a variety of ways. There is expert advice on 
sexual activity or sexual health, most within the context of adult sexual relationships, 
as well as more informal discussions and presentations of sex and nudity. Some of 
this content deals with sex in an explicit manner, including quite express descriptions 
of sexual activity and sexual pleasure, and the in places that magazine shows female 
nudity. While other parts of the magazine refer to sex in a more indirect manner, such 
as regular images of women in their underwear, these add to the extent to which the 
publication deals with sex. 

The publication also deals with crime, for instance, providing advice on how to avoid 
detection for crimes such as burglary, and detailing the life of a tobacco smuggler. 
However, these references are brief, and the magazine as a whole doesn't suggest 
that criminal activities should be undertaken. The magazine deals with violence, but to 
a limited extent, and individual references to violence are limited in degree. 

References to alcohol and drug use are similarly limited in their impact on the 
publication, due to their brief extent and the sceptical tone they use. The publication 
also includes a limited amount of offensive language. The Classification Office does 
not consider any matters under s3(2) and s3(3) of the Films, Videos and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 to be relevant to the classification of this magazine. 


tmpF355 






The magazine has some literary and social merit. It is intended primarily for 
entertainment, although health and relationship advice, and advertising, also feature. 

Given that the publication deals with sex and nudity to a moderate extent and, in 
places, to a high degree, and also taking into account the other matters mentioned 
above, the Classification Office is of the opinion that the availability of FHM Issue 109, 
February 1999 is likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is restricted to an 
audience of adults and older teenagers. The Classification Office sees a likelihood of 
harm in presenting sexual matters to children and young teenagers in the manner in 
which this magazine treats them - that is, in an express manner orientated towards 
adults and adult relationships. The Classification Office has considered the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 in relation to this magazine. In view of the publication's 
content, a limitation of this type is the minimum possible that can prevent likely injury to 
the public good while safeguarding the right to freedom of expression. 
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